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Reaſons for Excepting Brittiſh Linnen to be 
Printed, Painted, or Stained, from the Du- 
ty of 2 d. per Yard. 


1 can be demonſtrated by the Linnen Drapers and Factors of London, that all 


Britiſh Linnen fit for Printing, Painting, or Staining, is fold upon an Ava- 

rage at 7 d? & Yard, and the Drapers have it Printed, Sc. from 1 d. to 4 4. 

# Yard. So that if a Clauſe ſhou'd paſs without a Saving for Brittiſh Lin- 
nen that ſhall be Printed, Painted or Stained, it will in a great meaſure put an end 
to the Conſumption of that Manufacture. 
Io lay a Duty of 27 . Cent. upon the Prime Coſt of this Commodity, is hum- 
bly conceived to be equal to a Prohibition, and by conſequence will not anſwer 
the Deſign of the Act, to raiſe the Duty propos d. 5 | 
The Weight of this will fall fo much the heavier on the Poor of the North and 
North Weſt of England, and particularly of North Britain, becauſe the Linnen Ma- 
nufacture is their principal Subſiſtence. 

Such a new Tax upon the Home Conſumption of Brittiſh Linnen, will be now 
more fatal to the Poor of thoſe Countries than ever, becauſe that Trade is much 
ſunk in Foreign Markets already by the Duty of Export laid upon it laſt Seſſions, 
which gives the Dutch a great Advantage over the Natives of 'Erittaiz, in that 
Branch of Commerce, particularly in Checq'd and Strip'd Linnen. : 
— This being the only Manufacture the North Brittains have, which brings in 
the Woollen Manufacture of South Brittain to them, their own Parliament did 
always encourage it with the ſame Tenderneſs and Care as the Engliſh Parliament 
did the Woollen Manufactory of England. This appears by ſo many Scots Acts, 
to prevent the Exporting of their Linnen Yarn, to regulate the ſaid Manufacture 
there, and to free it from Duties of Exportation, c. that it were endleſs to enu- 
merate them. Beſides which there are many Acts diſcharging the Importation of 
any Foreign Commodities that might interfere with their Linnen Manufactories, 
which were exempted from all Duties on any thing imported for their Uſe or 
Improvement: Whereas by the Union * are obliged to pay a great Duty on all 
Flax and Flax-Seed imported, which the ſaid Ma nufactories never did before. 
Therefore *tis hop'd, that ſince *tis now become the Manufacture of the United 
Kingdom, that the Honourable Houſe of Commons will take the ſame Care of it, 
as they do of any other Brittiſh Manufacture. And *tis humbly conceiv'd, that 
ſince in Regard to the Woollen Manufactory, ſuch Stuffs as are made of Woollen, 
or whereof the greateſt Part in Value ſhall be Woollen, are exempted from this 
Duty, the Equity of this Exemption ſhou'd be extended to Brittiſh Linnen, other- 
wiſe many Thouſands of the Poor will be depriv'd of their Livelihood, and that 
will occaſion an univerſal Diſcontent among Perſons of all Ranks in North Brit- 
tain, which we are ſure this Honourable Houſe wou'd uſe all poſſible means to 

revent. | 
j If the Poor of Scotland be by ſuch a Duty depriv'd of the Linnen Manufactory, 
200000 People mult either periſh, or think of ſome other way of Living. And if 
they ſhould apply themſelves to the Woollen Manufacture, we humbly conceive 
that the Engliſh Woollen Manufacture, which has always been ſo much the Care 
of Engliſh Parliaments as the Staple Trade of the Nation, wou'd ſuffer greatly by 
it, and muſt decay as they improve. Whereas the Scots do now take a great part of 
the Returns for their Linnen in the Woollen Manufacture of Exgland, which if 
this Duty go on, will be ſo much loſt to South Brittarn. 
It is likewiſe humbly repreſented, that the Scots Parliament after finiſhing the 
Union, did, in order to oblige South Prittain, enact, That all their Dead ſhould 
be buried in Woollen which is brought from England, in ExpeQation, that they 
would have the ſame tender Regard for the Linnen Manufatory of North Brit- 
tain for the future, as being a part of the United Body. | 
Tis therefore hop'd and earneſtly requeſted, That for avoiding the ill Conſe- 
quences above-mention'd, and 1n order to cultivate a 22 Correſpondence 
and Harmony bet wixt the two Parts of the United Kingdom, a Saving 
Clauſe for Exempting Brittiſh Linnen from the 24. # Yard above- men- 
_ — be inſerted in any Law that ſhall be Enacted for the Purpoſe 
aforeſaid. x 
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